Contemporary Personalities
f
triumph, Lord Rosebery was alike his constant companion and his genial host. With the formation of the Government he was asked to accept the Under-Secretaryship for India, of which Department Lord Hartington had been given the portfolio. Lord                  |
Rosebery would have liked to say " Yes," if only to                • *..
establish himself early as a speaker in the Lords.                  f
" An official pitted against Salisbury, Cranbrook and                  k
Lytton,55 he wrote, " could not have been disgraced,                  I
and might have earned distinction.55
He said "No" because he did not wish^ it to be thought that he had received remuneration for services rendered. This was an idle view. In politics every sensible man looks to advancement for services rendered. But a year later the Under-Secretaryship for Home Affairs was vacant, and Lord Rosebery was persuaded to take it, just when the Home Secretary, Sir William HarccSurt (surely a paradoxical double harness), was about to deceive the Freedom of Glasgow. His subordinate was present on the occasion, and carefully alluded to himself as " part of the furniture of the Home Office, and very dingy furniture it is.55 A year later Lord Rosebery resigned his modest place—the temper of the House of Commons being that it should be occupied by a Commoner. He thereupon toured Australia. He returned to reaffirm his allegiance to Mr. Gladstone, and to be constant at his side, even when the tragedy of General Gordon made hostesses declare it difficult to make anyone dine to meet the Gladstones.
The fall of Khartoum brought with it a personal grief to Lord Rosebery. Through his influence, his brother, Colonel Primrose, then Military Attache          * *
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